Variation of the root mean square roughness (R rms ) constructed from the power spectral density (PSD) analysis as a function of the length scale, for L. lactis WT (•), VES5748 (▼) and VES5751 (■) WPSmutants. Each data point represents the mean ± standard deviation of four or five images obtained from independent cells.
. Autolysis assays. Evolution with time of the cell population -i.e. optical density at 600 nm (O.D. 600 nm ) -of the wild-type strain, and of the VES5748 WPS -, AcmAand VES1876 WPS -AcmAmutants resuspended in three different buffers: sodium acetate buffer (150 mM, pH 5.2) which is known to limit hydrolysis 46-48 (a), phosphate buffer (50 mM, pH 7.0) which activates autolysins, thus hydrolysis 46-48 (b) and phosphate buffer (50 mM, pH 7.0) with Triton X-100 (0.05 %), which induces autolysis by membrane permeabilization 49 (c). 
